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LETTER FROM THE AUTHORS 

For this zine we wanted a resurgence of physical artwork! 
This is why we called it the anti-digital zine. It features a mix 
of handcrafted artwork and writing, compiled digitally. The 
focus is on themes related to the digital world, techniques for 
creating physical art, and creative writings. 
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Art or 
“Kunst” 
is every-
where 
and every-
thing. In 
this case -- 
the kunst 
is maga-
zine ads 
and snip-
pets. 
Anyone 
can make 
art out of 
quite liter-
ally any-
thig and 
this is a 
great way 
to start. 
pick up a 
magazine 
and start 
collaging 
to make 
some-
thing 
beautiful.
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The Digital World: 
An Interview with Professor 

Favor Campbell

 What is the Digital World? 
It is the articulation of the domi-
nance of technology in modern-day 
society. The world inside your 
phone/computer. Technology has 
brought many different opportuni-
ties but also has started problems 
that I believe the creators of the 
technology never could have imag-
ined. Our phones can now be the 
cause of our insecurities, but also a 
way to stay connected with our 
friends and family. There are pros 
and cons to the Digital World. I 
asked Professor Favor Campbell of 
the Department of Sociology-Col-
lege for Health Community & 
Policy at UTSA, what she thought 
the pros and 
cons of the 
digital world are 
and what her 
view on AI is. 
The Digital 
World is a very 
important topic 
within Sociolo-
gy, as humans 
are constantly 
having to adapt 

to new technological inventions. 
Professor Campbell told me that 
she believes the largest benefit of 
technology is the safety of her 
daughter, “my daughter is able to 
reach out to me if she is in any sort 
of danger,” she stated. “We are able 
to quickly find out about important 
events through our personal devic-
es, whether that be an article on the 
news or a text from my daughter,” 
Technology has brought efficiency 
within the workplace and our 
everyday lives, from digital 
textbooks for Professor Campbell’s 
students to shopping online when 
there isn’t time to run to the store.
“With every pro is a con,” Professor 

Campbell states. 
The efficiency and 
access that technol-
ogy brings can be 
almost too much, to 
the point where 

people do not 

have personal 

privacy. 
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“I should not be accessible to 
contact 24 hours every day, it is 
important to set up boundaries in 
this new age.” I asked her what 
these boundaries look like for 
her, “I have days each week that 
I call ‘no news days’ where I 
prevent myself from checking 
any news apps or channels. The 
access that we have to the news 
today can be too much too often. 
It is important to create a balance 
within your life,” Professor 
Campbell replied. We live in an 
age of information, too much bad 
information absorbed by an 
individual can cause daily emo-
tional distress. Another major 
con that Campbell brought up is 
the reliance that we have now 
have on technology, which 
brings us to our next question. 
How is AI changing, or going to 
change, our world?

 The concept of artificial 
intelligence is not a new concept. 
In 1921 a play called “Rossum’s 
Universal Robots” opened in 
London. This play popularized 
the word robot and caused 
people around the world to adopt 
this idea of machinery acting as 
people. AI has continued to 
evolve, from computers playing 
chess in 1950 to now in 2023 
where we have technology like 
Chat GPT. Professor Campbell 
states, “it is amazing that humans 
are able to create technology this 
advanced, but also crazy that the 
technology itself is smarter than 
most humans.” The change that 
Campbell is most scared of with 
the newly developing AI, is “the 
loss of human connection, I 
believe that important conversa-
tions come from real life with 
real individuals.”
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"Clay Bowls"
LONDON WATTERSON
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These bowls are projects I finished

several months ago. I found the shape

and texture of the pieces perfect for

this month's "anti-digital" zine theme, so I

thought I would share them :).

The bowls were created using a simple

pinch-pot method, adding folds and

curves around the edges to emphasize

the clay's natural texture. I painted the

blue bowl with a simple crystal glaze,

However, I took an intricate approach,

for the larger bowl by hand-painting

individual leaves & flowers on the

surface.
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star ships were meant to flyyyyyyyyyyyyyy
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She was exhausted; more so than me. She needed 
rest; I could tell. However, she had some counsel-
ing to get off her chest. It was time for a gun safety 
lesson I suppose. She took the gun from her purse. 
Safety on always. Never point at anyone you want 
alive. Never load it if you aren’t planning on 
shooting. This made what was about to happen 
even more unexpected. My eyes met the barrel of 
the pistol before we realized our inconsideration. 

Sharp, scolding, freezing. 

It fired an inch from me, wishing me dead. 

Not knowing where to look, I gripped the bed 
sheets, searching for the conscience that seeped out 
earlier. Frozen. Solidified, but alive, forbidden to 
move, as if the universe sent a bitter message to 
stay put or it would take me. I finally blinked; eyes 
scathed. I exhaled cautiously. 

Mom cried a lot that night. I wanted to console her, 
but I was stricken. Part of me felt singed 
resentment; the rest couldn’t believe I would think 
such things toward her. She’s lost too much; she 
almost just lost me. I should have spoken but 
remained silent the rest of the night. 

Just bear with me. 

… 

a story by Nick Palermo

“I have a gun.” 

She seemed reluctant to tell me. I never saw Mom as 
someone who could take a life if necessary. 

I nodded, my usual, tacit response. We were headed 
to visit Grandma, Mom’s mom. She was dying. The 
gun was an enigma to me.  

“We’re staying in a … shady inn tonight,” she adds. 

My disapproval was unrecognizable in the silence of 
the car, but money was tight after the divorce. The 
trip felt like a banishment. A mission, already on the 
ropes. 

Mom required a de-stressing smoke break when we 
arrived, allowing me to assess the amenities of the 
room. 

The room was dank with deprivation. Air crept from 
vents like runny noses. The beds sagged like heavy 
lungs. The lights blinked as fraught eyelids. This 
room had a cold, and I was isolated with an unstable 
mother as a courier.  
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I was a pallbearer. One of eight. I 
felt timorous, feeling the weight in 

the casket. Death’s opus pulled 
from below and pushed from 

above. Its counterforce a 
ball-and-chain, gradually sinking 
through the earth. But Death had 
no power here. The weight was 
easily alleviated by my fellow 

pallbearers. Death’s hold dissolves 
in this place, with these people.  

 The officiant prepared his speech, 
fidgeting with papers.  

“Bear with me y’all… heh…” he 
claimed, garnering a few polite 

laughs.  

He spoke of family and love and 

LAmite, Louisiana, was Grandma’s 
final resting place. I wish I could say 
she died peacefully, but Grandma 
rejected modern medicine. It was a 
suffered end. A tormented fate cackling 
in the faces of those who cared most.  

Death finds itself comedic in that way. 
Holding those teetering on the edge, 
watching loved ones beg for an end. 

It’s an abhorrent game, and Death has 
fun every time because it knows it 

never loses.  

The funeral was held at a crumbling 
graveyard off a forested street. An 

overgrown trail made its way down the 
lawn, accompanied by an archaic tree, 
loosely sporting a tire swing, like an 
aged businessman donning a ragged 

tie, overdue for retirement. Despite the 

 
Amite, Louisiana, was Grandma’s final resting place. I wish I could say she 
died peacefully, but Grandma rejected modern medicine. It was a suffered 
end. A tormented fate cackling in the faces of those who cared most.  

Death finds itself comedic in that way. Holding those teetering on the edge, 
watching loved ones beg for an end. It’s an abhorrent game, and Death has 
fun every time because it knows it never loses.  

The funeral was held at a crumbling graveyard off a forested street. An 
overgrown trail made its way down the lawn, accompanied by an archaic 
tree, loosely sporting a tire swing, like an aged businessman donning a 
ragged tie, overdue for retirement. Despite the occasion, the day was beauti-
ful as the sun shone warmly. Despite its age, the clearing was verdant with 
creation. Despite being a site of death, it thrived with life.  

I was a pallbearer. One of eight. I felt timorous, feeling the weight in the 
casket. Death’s opus pulled from below and pushed from above. Its counter-
force a ball-and-chain, gradually sinking through the earth. But Death had 
no power here. The weight was easily alleviated by my fellow pallbearers. 
Death’s hold dissolves in this place, with these people.  

 The officiant prepared his speech, fidgeting with papers.  

“Bear with me y’all… heh…” he claimed, garnering a few polite laughs.  

He spoke of family and love and things people say at funerals. I focused on 
Mom in her chair under the shade, where she sat, gently sniveling. She 
deserved her sanctuary. She saw me and smiled. I smiled back. 

Bear with me, I imagine her saying. But I didn’t mind. I was here for a 
reason; we all were. It’s a shame that it was Death that brought the family 
together, but that’s why this isn’t really about family. I hardly knew them, 
and that’s okay. Just as eight pallbearers can lift a casket with ease, grief 
becomes more tolerable when you aren’t alone.     

We are not meant to walk alone. My mom in her trauma, me in my 
shock, Grandma at her end, the beauty of that mid-day in Louisiana. 

All of it whispering, Bear with me.   
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