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Paulina Zamarripa is a young artist 
from Austin, Texas and one of my closest 
friends. The talented Paulina goes to the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago as a 
sophomore (almost junior) and is majoring 
in studio art. They are known in their 
community both in Austin and Chicago for 
their vibrant comics and illustrations 
presented on their art Instagram account, 
@paulinas_art. This account is one that 

brings genuine amazement and admirability 
for the display of their deeply personal 
archive. Paulina uses her personal experi-
ences and interests as inspiration for their 
work—they illustrate exactly what they 
are trying to convey through colorful and 
sometimes gory pieces. In this interview 
Paulina discusses topics relating to their 
artistic abilities ranging from how they deal 
with art block to their experience with art 

school.  
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We see a common theme and use of primary colors throughout your 
art. What draws you to these? 
I �hink �o� �o�� o� �y life I’�e alway� been �cared o� ho��o� 
�o��es, b�t ��ecifically �hen childish and �o��alg�c elements 
are �aired ��th go�e—�hat �eally ��eaks �e o�t. P��mar� colo�� 
�o �e �ep�esent childhood and I �nd �t �eels ��ght �o �e �o �air 
��th go�e. 

You go to SAIC, would you say art school has helped you reach your 
creative potential better or limited you?
I am g�atef�l �o� �chool because �t �o�ces �e �o �ake a good 
amo�nt o� �ime �o get �hing� do�e and co�mit. I� also allo�� 
�e �o examine �y �er�o�ality �n �y �o�k and lear� �hro�gh 
�erceiv�ng o�her �eo�le’� �o�k, b�t �t ��s� �eels �nneces�ar� �o� 
�he �hing� I �anna do. Ar� �chool �s a �eird as� b�bble �hat 
�eo�le ��end �ay �oo �uch �ime and �o�ey o�. ever�o�e 
beco�es �ay �o�e ��etens�o�s �han �hey ��ee befo�e.

What inspires your comics?
I like �o �ake �ando� �hit �hat I �hink �s ��nny, b�t �o o�e 
else �hinks �s ��nny. I also ��ll a lo� o� �ns��ratio� ��o� �y 
�ightmares—�hey’�e q�ite ��v�d and draw�ng �hem ��s� �eels 

��ght.

How do you handle creative block?
I have a b�g as� ��ack o� g�aphic �o�els, co�ics, books, and �ll 
�kim �o look at �he ��ctures—I �o�’� even ��lly �ead �hem �o�e-
�imes, ��s� ab�o�b. I also lo�e �atching �o��es. I’� ho�es�ly bad 
at creative block, b�t �o�etimes �ll ��s� �ake �he �ando� 
�ho�ghts I have �hro�gho�t �he day and ��n ��th �t. 

Do you plan on selling your work in the foreseeable future?
I’�e been debating ��th �his a lo�, b�t I’�e co�e �o �he co�clus�o� 

�hat ar� ��ll �ever be �y career. I� ar� ever became �y �ob and 
�ain �nco�e, I �o�ld co�e �o �esent �t. I� ��ll alway� be �y ��de 

hus�le. I �ant �o �r� �o �ake affo�dable g�aphic �o�els o� �ini 
co�ics and �elf-��blish at �o�e �o�nt. Co�ics �o�k �o� �e because 

�hey’�e a good blend o� ���ting and draw�ng—I �o�ld �ever �anna 
���te an actual �o�el, b�t a g�aphic �o�el �o�nds ��n.

What would you say is your main goal of your art?
O�e �hing �hat I �nd �ascinating �s o�her �eo�le and �hen 
�eo�le are �ascinated ��th o�her �eo�le and �o o�. When �o� 
�ead �o�ething ��ecific �o �o�eo�e and �eo�le �elate �o �t. I�’� 
�ice �o �ee �hat �elatio� and I �ant �eo�le �o �nd �hat �n �y 
�o�k.  

Are there any artists that particularly inspire you? 
�o� co�ics I �o�ld �ay Michael DeFo�ge, his �se o� colo� �s 

�ncredible. I’�e also been �nto �culp�ure ��uff �ecently 
like Rober� Gober; his ��uff �s ��s� �o �nsettling.

P.S. Paulina says that they want a cat, so someone give them a cat. Their address is –

Alexia Latto







TORI SWANSONTORI SWANSON

“Art became my outlet where 
I could express myself when 
words could not describe 
how I was feeling. The 
canvas never judged me. I 
use to lock in my room, and 
suddenly awake after having 
somehow fallen asleep for 
hours. Consumed by the 

internal voice in my head, 
and the heavy weight of 
depression, art became my 
safe haven in an uncertain 
and somewhat “out of con-
trol” world around me. This 
was my spiritual awaken-
ing.” -Tori Swanson



I asked Tori to show me 
an art piece she created 
when she was in a really 
happy time in her life 
(shown to the left) and 
a piece that she created 

when she was in a tough 
spot in her life (shown 
below). She expresses 
her emotion through her 
art with color and move-
ment.  
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God of the Universe:
Now taking applications



G.O.D.  just put in our two 
weeks. 
Think we found our 
replacement ?



Alexia Latto and Paulina Zamarripa

Elaine Easton and Tori Swanson

Eduardo Lopez, Adria Paredes, Angel, and Jose Cervantes

Matthew Reilly and London Watterson  

Marco Cervantes, Jorge Juarez and Jonah Canlas 

Hunter White, Luella Benkert, and Ava Jackson

Alli Byars, Analese Macias, Olivia Coates, Eva, and Max Acosta
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(of the universe)


