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Love is woven into our daily 
lives—found in friendships, 
partnerships, musics, passions, 
family ties and the bonds of our 
fluffy companions . It is a force 
that completes the universe, a 
chemical explosion of emotions 
within our brains, stirring 
complexity and pushing us to 
grow. Though love is always 
present, we often overlook it, 
failing to recognize its quiet 
presence. Truly seeing love 
requires a depth of awareness 
that few ever attain.Lov

e i
s t

he 
sil

ent
 me

lod
y .

..

1



 playfellowfriends 

soulmates 

2



3



4



5



6



Create your spread on these pages! Make sure to extend your designs 
ALLLLLL the way to that red edge! Or you will be asked to resubmit.

Yes, everything from the edge of the white to the red bleed will get 
trimmed BUT it is absolutely necessary. Magazines always have to have 
the outer edge trimmed in order to make the pages align perfect, and 
Zine Club is no exception! If you do not have bleed, your spread will end 
up with whtie trim marks on the outer edge since the machine is not 
always accurate.

ANYWAY!

When you �nish your spread, follow these export instructions below...

1. Navigate to the top left ribbon, and select “File > Export > Export 
As...”

2. Name your �le “FirstName_LastName_ZineTheme_Date”, then select 
the �le type as “Adobe PDF”. Make sure the “All” checkbox is selected 
to make sure both artboards (pages) export. Then select “Export”.

3. A new options window will pop up. At the top of this window, set the 
Adobe PDF Preset as "[High Quality Print]", the 'Standard' to "None", 
and 'Compatibility' to "Acrobat 6 (PDF 1.5)".

4. Navigate to the 'Marks and Bleed' tab. Be absolutely sure you have 
the "Use Document Bleed Settings" checked and that the bleed is set 
to 0.125 inches.

5. Navigate to the 'Output' tab. Select the "Color Conversion" 
dropdown and set to "Convert to Destination". Then select the 
"Destination" dropdown and set to "Document CMYK - U.S. Web 
Coated (SWOP) v2".
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GOD 
BLESS
THE 
DYKES!
a tell-all interview with San
Antonio’s party girl who
made lesbian history with 
“Dyke Nite” by Ash H.
11



It’s 12:26 pm on Valentine’s Day and Venus picks up. She 
excuses herself for running fashionably late because she was 
smoking a cigarette. She laughs, and her tooth gem sparkles.

*Laughing*. Oh god, where do I even begin? I would have to 
say the one episode in Steven Universe where two gems run to 
each other after being seperated. After watching it I ran to a 
mirror and looked at my reflection saying “I am gay. I am gay.” 
over and over again. And it felt right and I couldn’t stop laughing.

What was your “gay awakening”?

What was your experience of coming to
terms with your queerness like?

How did “Dyke Nite” start?

I was annoyingly gay in middle school. Seriously. I used to just 
tell people I was gay and loved talking about it. I dated boys and 
identified as bisexual for a while. It wasn’t until I was older when 
I was able to be openly gay again. I realized I was still a lesbian, 
and it was like going back to square one.

I had some experience with putting together 
events. I started hosting poetry nights, 
writing workshops, and more at Zen Haus 
in St. Paul’s Square. They were successful 
events and I enjoyed putting them together. 
One day, Blue Star Arts Complex reached 
out to me to give me the opportunity to 
organize an event at Brick, one of the 
largest venues in the city. I thought, with all 
that square footage, I gotta do a Dyke 
Nite. It wasn’t even a question. Although it 
was organized by me, and I was the only 
one behind the scenes, seeing it all come 
together and everyone show up and show 
out made it a community effort.
I had no idea that it was going to be as 
successful as it was.
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The first lesbian event that Venus 
hosted was “Dyke Nite” at Brick 
at Blue Star on 6/4/24. The event 
had DJ sets, a BDSM set, art 
vendors, clothing vendors and 
tooth gems. Venus constructed 
a chandelier made of carabiners 
that made it a perfect centerpiece 
for the space. The turnout was 
massive, loud, and exciting.

The second was “Dyke Nite (2)” 
at Zen Haus on 6/29/24. There 
was wrestling, haircuts, face 
paint, piercings, and tattoos. 
Venus made sure to have a fully 
queer team of vendors and artists 
to highlight the LGBTQIA+ 
community. I had never seen so 
many gays at once in my life. It 
was beautiful.

The third was “Dyke Night Play 
Haus” at The Bexar Collective. 
Every room of the house had a 
different event. In one room there 
was arm wrestling. In another, a 
game of poker. There were hors 
d’oeuvres served on trays by 
girls in lingerie. The highlight of 
the night was soap wrestling. The 
MC was San Antonio drag icon 
Mistress Baby Rae.  

She then went on to host “Lesbian Americans” at San Pedro 
Springs Park on 8/8/24, “Dyke Fright” at Brick at Blue Star on 
10/31/24, “LeatHER” at 800 Live on 11/30/24 before moving to 
Chicago to study art at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
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Did you ever have a moment where you felt
like you truly succeeded?

What’s next for Venus?

Do you have any
advice for artists in
the LGBTQIA+
community?

I always get sweet comments like “Texas needed this!” and I 
appreciate that, but at Dyke Fright on Halloween I was 
approached by a person who told me that I genuinely saved 
their life. I thought about that conversation for days. It made me 
feel so proud of the work I had done.

People have asked me if there is going to be a Dyke Night in 
Chicago, but Dyke Night had a certain je ne sais quoi that 
cannot be replicated outside of Texas. However, I do plan on 
hosting events in Chicago. I am currently taking classes on 
printmaking, performance art, and photography, which has given 
me great resources for my art. I also contribute to SLIT, a new 
print-only lesbian porno mag in Chicago. I am excited to see 
where that goes...

Do something, do something 
to that, then do something to 
that. 
Most, importantly:

DO IT NOW!
 XOXO @theholyvenusx
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LOVE, ACTUALLY... NOT
-Viv i  S .

As an avid romantic comedy enjoyer, I 
can say that it is easy to recognize the 
unhealthy and unrealistic aspects of 
these movies. As a consumer however, 
the more we consume this content, the 
more we subconciously program 
ourselves to seek these behaviors in 
real life. Not to mention… WHERE IS 
THE REPRESENTATION? Films like 
these consistently show 
hetero-normative relationships with 
little to no representation of queer 
relationships, portray women in a 
dated manner, and let’s not forget how 
the main character is almost always 
white. Maybe it is ridiculous to place 
so much pressure on lighthearted 
movies, but the romance genre has had 
some of the most success in the film 
industry.
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Cuba only has one star, 
me - Lázaro 

Bandera-Borrayo 

“Self-love is not selfish; you cannot truly love 
another until you know how to love yourself.” 

"How you love 
yourself is how 

you teach 
others to love 
you." — Rupi 

Kaur 

“Love who you are, 
embrace who you are. 

Love yourself. When you 
love yourself, people can 
kind of pick up on that: 

they can see confidence, 
they can see self-esteem, 

and naturally, people 
gravitate towards you.” 

Lilly Singh 

“Loving yourself 
isn’t vanity. It’s 

sanity.” ~ Katrina 
Mayer 

“Remember always 
that you not only 

have the right to be 
an individual, you 
have an obligation 

to be one.” — 
Eleanor Roosevelt 

“Every one of 
us needs to 
show how 
much we 

care for each 
other and, in 
the process, 

care for 
ourselves.” — 

Princess 
Diana 

“Self-care is not 
a luxury. It is a 

necessity.” – 
Audre Lorde 
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“You shouldn’t care for 
somebody just because 
of the materialistic 
things that they have, 
and I’m a firm believer in 
that.” - Selena 

Quintanilla-Pérez 

No Other Friend Poem 

No other friend is quite like you. 
No other friend could do exactly 

what you do. 
No other friend could listen to my 

dreams, 
No matter how weird it all seems. 
You're the one who's there for me 

when I need a friend. 
We're gonna be tight till the end. 
We always have fun when we are 

together. 
We always find something to do no 

matter what the weather. 
No other friend could understand 

me like you do. 
I don't know what I would do 

without a friend like you. 
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Create your spread on these pages! Make sure to extend your designs 
ALLLLLL the way to that red edge! Or you will be asked to resubmit.

Yes, everything from the edge of the white to the red bleed will get 
trimmed BUT it is absolutely necessary. Magazines always have to have 
the outer edge trimmed in order to make the pages align perfect, and 
Zine Club is no exception! If you do not have bleed, your spread will end 
up with whtie trim marks on the outer edge since the machine is not 
always accurate.

ANYWAY!

When you �nish your spread, follow these export instructions below...

1. Navigate to the top left ribbon, and select “File > Export > Export 
As...”

2. Name your �le “FirstName_LastName_ZineTheme_Date”, then select 
the �le type as “Adobe PDF”. Make sure the “All” checkbox is selected 
to make sure both artboards (pages) export. Then select “Export”.

3. A new options window will pop up. At the top of this window, set the 
Adobe PDF Preset as "[High Quality Print]", the 'Standard' to "None", 
and 'Compatibility' to "Acrobat 6 (PDF 1.5)".

4. Navigate to the 'Marks and Bleed' tab. Be absolutely sure you have 
the "Use Document Bleed Settings" checked and that the bleed is set 
to 0.125 inches.

5. Navigate to the 'Output' tab. Select the "Color Conversion" 
dropdown and set to "Convert to Destination". Then select the 
"Destination" dropdown and set to "Document CMYK - U.S. Web 
Coated (SWOP) v2".
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we didnt get his 
name...

FULL VIDEO
WATCH IT 
PLEASE
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 For the aching hearts
Azul - Zoe

lejos de ti - The marias 
Ilusion de amor - Jensine benitez

All I wanted - Paramore
Where is love? - Billy Uomo

Goodbye to love - Carpenters 
Put me down - the cranberries

Last goodbye- Jeff buckley
I want someone badly - Jeff Buckley
I want you to love me - Fiona apple

If you leave me now - Chicago 
Nobody's clown - Los yesterdays

Metamorphosis-Your arms are my cocoon
Heartbreak to hate - Angelfish

House of cards - Radiohead
India Rubber - Radiohead 

Dagger- slowdive45



For the loving hearts
 Halo -The Cure 
 Underneath The Stars - The Cure
 My Heart - Paramore
 Loving You - Her’s 
 Good Good Things -Descendents
 Nothing With You - Descendents
 I’ll Always Love You -The Modulations 
 Nothing Matters But You -The Young Veins 
 You Mean Everything To Me -Black Ivory
 Heaven Only Knows - Michael Seyer 
 You Make Me Happy In My Sorrow - Rocketships 
 A Kiss From Your Lips - The Flamingos
 I Love You For All Seasons - The Fuzz
 Only Over You- Fleetwood Mac
 Bury Me Deep Inside  Your Heart - Him
 When Love And Death Embrace - Him 
 Dead Without You- Reflexion
 The Boy -The Smashing Pumpkins
 You’re Beautiful -Mojave 3
 All My Love -The Gallery 
 Your Guardian Angel -The Red Jumpsuit Apparatus
 Who Knows What Love Is -Strawberry Switchblade
 Falling In Love Again -Joyce Manor 
 Only You (And You Alone)- The Platters
 Zombie Romance- Snow Whites Poison Bite
 La-La Means I Love You- The Delfonics
 Like Someone In Love- Bjok
 All Is Full Of Love- Bjork
 Unexpectedly- Megumi Acorda
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I Love you from this
planet far away 

Yeah same lol
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1. like fireworks, a spark
2. tragically; painfully
3. out of control

1.

2.

3.
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4. wholly; completely
5. comfortably
6. brightly, with a glow

6. 5.

4.
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Dear UTSA Zine Community,

We would like to take a moment to express our 
gratitude for our lovely Zine family. We have 
received so much love and support throughout 
this journey. We recognize all of the hard 
work that goes into the submissions, 
meetings, group collaborations, markets, and 
shows. We see you and we love you.
Our officers have focused on creating a safe 
and inclusive space for all. It is important 
that we support each other during these 
trying times. The world is chaotic, but there 
is beauty in art. It is raw expression that 
helps us cope with existence.
We strive to continue to grow our zine family 
and experiment with media. There are so many 
things we have planned, and we can’t wait for 
what the future brings. Again, thank you guys 
for everything.

Much love,
Zine 24-25 Officers 




